Gerry Scopes Top Honour
The popular and hardworking CEO of the domestic abuse charity, Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid scooped the top honour at Slough Business Community Partnership’s (SBCP) Annual Conference, which took place on Thursday (21st). 

A surprised looking Gerry was overcome when she was presented with the President’s Award in recognition of her contribution to the community of Slough by the CEO of SEGRO and President of SBCP, Ian Coull.  In a speech outlining why Gerry had been chosen, SBCP Director and Chairman elect, Paul Norris said “Gerry is a true inspiration to us all.  Her drive, determination and sheer hard work is what enables Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid to transform the lives of so many local victims of domestic abuse.”
Gerry Lejeune said “I am delighted to receive this award, it is a real honour.  Domestic abuse is a growing problem in Slough and with the credit crunch in full swing we are seeing the numbers of victims needing help increase dramatically.  This award is for everyone at Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid who works so hard to support those affected by domestic abuse.”
Also recognised at the conference; Julia Shepard who won the Individual Award for her work to transform Beechwood School.  Furthermore, Sara Lee Household and Body Care UK, won the Company of the Year Award, which was received by Country HR Director Lesley Mapletoft.  

-Ends-
Notes to editors

For further information please call Caroline Holton, Head of Fundraising & PR at Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid:

· caroline@ebwomensaid.org.uk 

· 07959 781 171

· 01753 549865

Photo, from left to right: Lesley Mapletoft, Country HR Director Sara Lee Household and Body Care UK; Mrs Gerry Lejeune CEO, Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid; Julia Shepard Head teacher Beechwood School.   

Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid is a local charity based in Slough, which supports victims of domestic abuse, including males.  

Last year the charity supported:

· 802 women thorough its award winning Independent Domestic Violence Advocacy & Outreach Service.  
· 67 families were resident within its 3 safe houses
·  54 male victims
· 106 within the safe houses who received therapeutic support.
Information about Slough Business Community Partnership:

SBCP was formed in 2001 as a not-for-profit company, limited by guarantee. Since that time it has grown to become one of the leading Business Community Partnerships in the UK. The partnership goes form strength to strength and now has an active membership of 65+ companies and organisation who represent large, medium and small business, the council and the Voluntary Sector. 

SBCP provides the expertise and knowledge for local companies to enable them to develop their own Corporate Responsibility strategy and identify ways of becoming engaged in the community.  This spread of best practice; cascading down from larger organisation to small and medium sized enterprise is a unique concert and is a testament to the collaborative success of SBCP.  
For more information about SBCP please email Bob Jones

 bob-sbcp@btconnect.com 
