Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid in top national honour

For immediate release 
Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid is celebrating today after scooping the top award at last night’s prestigious Children & Young People Now Awards.

The glittering event which was held at the Royal Horticultural Halls in central London, hosted by TV personality Michael Underwood and included a key note speech from Secretary of State for Education Michael Gove MP was packed with over 700 attendees,  from across the UK who all provided vital services to children and young people and their families.

Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid’s, Children’s Service Team won the events penultimate “Team of the Year” award for its transformational work in turning around the lives and improving the long-term outcomes for children and young people who are affected by domestic abuse.  The team was selected from over 500 entries which came from across the UK.  

Head of Children’s Services Delia Donovan said “I am thrilled to receive this award; it means so much to see our work recognised in this way.  The award is for everyone on our team including our dedicated staff, volunteers and students who come to work every day with the one aim which is to make life better for children and young people affected by domestic violence”

Ravi Chandiramani, editor, Children & Young People Now said “The Berkshire East and South Bucks Women’s Aid, Children’s Services Team has made a significant difference to the lives of children affected by domestic violence. Our judges felt the project had made great progress in a short amount of time. The project is a great example of effective practice from which others around the country can learn.”
 
Notes to editors

For further information please call Caroline Holton, Head of Fundraising & PR at Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid:

· caroline@ebwomensaid.org.uk 

· 07959 781 171

· 01753 549865
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Berkshire East & South Bucks Women’s Aid is a local charity, which supports victims of domestic abuse, including males.  

The charity’s Children’s Services Team has been running since October 2009.  It provides therapeutic direct support for children and young people and their parents who have been affected by domestic abuse.  Much of the work of the team places within the new Sunbeams Children’s Centre which has been built within on the charity’s three safe houses. 

Last year the charity supported:

· 802 women thorough its award winning Independent Domestic Violence Advocacy & Outreach Service.  
· 67 families were resident within its 3 safe houses
·  54 male victims
· 106 within the safe houses who received therapeutic support.
For more information about the Children and Young People Now Awards please contact the event organiser Steven Lewis on 020 8267 4042 or at steven.lewis@haymarket.com http://www.cypnawards.com/about 
